lauded, the one that the most capital has gone to advertise. We call
all this Americanism. As well might we call it Bolshevism, for,
alike in the political and social domain, the situation over the
whole of our planet shows itself to be menaced on both sides by a
Medusa-like will to annihilate, of which the executive forces in
the East and the West merely bear different names. Both are em-
bodiments of the same materialistic Nihilism, and both are
doomed to perish by the nemesis of self-destruction.

In Russia and in America this same worship of technics and
scorn of ideology prevail. Bolshevism speaks from out of the ma-
chine as the " visible God," preaches the " Imitation of the Ma-
chine " instead of the " Imitation of Christ/5 and regards out-
standing individuals like Lenin as " especially powerful screws."
It persecutes not only Monotheism in all its forms, but also every
variety of teleology, psychology, Vitalism, indeterminism, and
historical-philosophy; for any belief in aims, soul, vital spirit, free
will, worldly reason, or anything with any sort of meaning it quite
correctly regards as disguised religion. This is Positivism in the
simplest and chemically purest form. In its foreign policy the
Soviet Union is precisely as imperialistic as the West. One of its
memoranda contains the words: " Persia is the Suez Canal of the
Revolution." But it wants Afghanistan too, and Manchuria. Mon-
golia it has already swallowed up. It is very unlikely that the
border states of Finland, Esthonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and Poland
will not experience at the hands of Russia the same treatment as
the buffer states of Lorraine, Burgundy, and Franche-Comte re-
ceived in their day from France. As to home policy, Bolshevism is
merely a " Left" Tsarism complete with Terror, Siberia, Tcheka
(exactly corresponding to the former Okrana), a Draconic censor-
ship, an Index, an extremely intolerant state religion (with Marx-
ian Materialism replacing Orthodoxy), and a million-headed
bureaucracy as idle as it is corrupt. And all this " for the good of
the people," just as the " Little Father " Tsar used to say. In gen-
eral the whole system is merely the logical continuation of Petrin-
ism; a cruel experiment undertaken by a few Westernized Rus-
sians, which may be compared to the inoculation of unfortunate
test-animals with foreign blood-substances. Not a single idea in
Bolshevism is authentically Russian; everything in it is taken
from the world-picture of the detested " bourgeois."

On the other hand the American monopoly system of gigantic
trusts, syndicates, and cartels bears a notable resemblance to State
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